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Welcome from the Chief Executive

Welcome to Aoraki Polytechnic

Greetings to you all.

I would like to personally welcome you to Aoraki Polytechnic.  
We are delighted you have chosen to study at Aoraki Polytechnic 
where we have qualifi cations and learning support designed to 
ensure your success. 

Aoraki Polytechnic offers high quality education and training 
which is refl ected in the excellent employment outcomes of our 
graduates.  The programmes offered by Aoraki Polytechnic are 
vocationally orientated and have been developed in collaboration 
with industry.  They will equip you well for employment and 
provide a fi rm foundation for future study. Our staff are here 
to provide a service to you and to facilitate your learning.

The future is yours and education is your pathway to success. 
I am confi dent you will enjoy your studies with us. My staff and 
I are here to assist you in growing your knowledge and meeting 
your desired outcome. 

Stretch out and grow. 

Kay Nelson MBA
Chief Executive 



3    AORAKI POLYTECHNIC INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME INFORMATION 3    AORAKI POLYTECHNIC INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME INFORMATION

W
E

LC
O

M
E



4 AORAKI POLYTECHNIC INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME INFORMATION  4 AORAKI POLYTECHNIC INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME INFORMATION  

WHY STUDY AT AORAKI POLYTECHNIC
Quality Education 
New Zealand Government owned and accredited.  Aoraki Polytechnic 
offers a diverse range of programmes with many career and 
degree pathways.  

Successful Course Completion
Aoraki Polytechnic is ranked number 2 in the sector for students 
successfully completing courses.

5 City Locations 
Aoraki Polytechnic offers students a safe, secure environment to 
undertake study, including the two largest cities in the South Island.  

Practical Learning 
Aoraki Polytechnic can tailor a range of education, training and New 
Zealand experience packages for groups.  Students will gain a mix of 
practical skills and use specialised industry equipment.

Internationally Relevant 
A range of City & Guilds, ITEC, and NZQA qualifi cations.

Support for Your Learning 
English language classes, experienced tutors, small classes, and a safe 
and secure learning environment.

New Zealand  
Exciting and friendly: experience the buzz of the Rugby World Cup 
2011, see where they fi lmed the Lord of the Rings, and improve your 
English while learning another culture.
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Quality New Zealand Education
Aoraki Polytechnic offers you:

• The opportunity to experience a diverse range of opportunities 
while achieving a high academic standard

• A range of internationally and nationally recognised programmes

• A range of vocational and academic programmes 

• Pathway opportunities to higher study, work or residence

Aoraki Polytechnic Education
• Aoraki Polytechnic is a New Zealand accredited provider of 

vocational and academic programmes

• Programmes range from Levels 1 to 6

• Accredited by New Zealand Qualifi cations Authority, ITPQ, City 
and Guilds, ITEC of Switzerland

• Practical and Theory Classes

• Small student numbers in each class

• Based in the heart of South Canterbury in the South Island of 
New Zealand 

• Campuses in fi ve locations - Timaru, Ashburton, Oamaru, 
Christchurch and Dunedin

• Ranked amongst the best polytechnic’s in New Zealand for 
successful course completion*.

Certifi cate and Diploma Qualifi cations
• Pathways to Degrees

• A variety of qualifi cations recognised nationally and 
internationally

• A number of qualifi cations relate to employment skill shortage 
areas in New Zealand or pathway directly to work

• Experience a diverse range of opportunities while achieving a 
high academic standard

Over 50 courses and programmes 
• A wide range of subject areas:

• English Language 

• Media 

• Information Technology 

• Business and Tourism (including the New Zealand Diploma in 
Business)

• Arts and Design

• Hospitality (including City & Guilds) 

• Agriculture

• Beauty and Hairdressing (including ITEC)

• Health and Education 

• Outdoor Education & Sport 

• Trades 

QUALITY  EDUCATION
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New Zealand Qualifi cation Authority (NZQA)
The New Zealand Qualifi cations Authority (NZQA) co-ordinates 
qualifi cations in secondary schools and in post-school education 
and training

Institutes of Technology and Polytechnics Quality (ITPQ)
Provides quality assurance for the New Zealand Institutes of 
Technology and Polytechnics sector

Successful Course Completion
Aoraki Polytechnic is ranked number 2 in the sector for students 
successfully completing courses.

1. Christchurch Polytechnic Inst of 78%
2. Aoraki Polytechnic  76%
3. Manukau Institute of Technology 76%
4. Waikato Institute of Technology 76%
5. Unitec New Zealand  75%
6. Otago Polytechnic   74%
7. Tai Poutini Polytechnic  73%
8. Whitireia Community Polytechnic 73%
9. Northland Polytechnic  72%
10. Telford Rural Polytechnic  72%
11. Nelson Marlborough Inst of  68%
12. Bay of Plenty Polytechnic  68%
13. Eastern Institute of Technology 67%
14. Wellington Institute of Technology 67%
15. Southern Institute of Technology 66%
16. Western Institute of Technology 65%
17. Open Polytechnic   62%
18. Tairawhiti Polytechnic  59%
19. Universal College of Learning  56%
20. Waiariki Institute of Technology 50%

*Tertiary Education Commission Domestic Comparative Educational 
Performance Report, published August 2010

QUALITY  EDUCATION
80% course completion rate for International students
Source Aoraki Polytechnic data 2009

CERTIFICATE
LEVEL 1- 4

DIPLOMA
LEVEL 5 - 6

Polytechnics and Institutes of Technology
Level 1 - 8

Universities
Level 5 - 10

NEW ZEALAND EDUCATION SYSTEM

Aoraki Polytechnic

Aoraki Polytechnic Pathways
DEGREE
LEVEL 7

Aoraki Polytechnic
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Aoraki Polytechnic Pathways
Aoraki Polytechnic has a focus on providing students with the right 
combination of theory and practical skills to ensure successful careers 
and employment outcomes or pathways to further study. Most 
Aoraki Polytechnic programmes are vocational, which means they are 
designed to ensure graduates are ready for work and employment in 
their chosen career. Many of our programmes lead to employment in 
areas of skill shortage in New Zealand and around the world.

Art and Design Pathway
Diploma in Arts and Media 2 years

Aoraki Polytechnic

Bachelor of Arts and Media 1 year
NMIT   

Business Pathway
New Zealand Diploma in Business 2 years

Aoraki Polytechnic 

Information Technology Pathway
Diploma in Information Systems Development 1 year

Aoraki Polytechnic

Bachelor of Information Communications 2 years
CPIT 

Health Pathways
Certifi cate in Early Childhood Studies (Level 3) 1 year

Aoraki Polytechnic

Certifi cate in Early Childhood Education (Level 5) 
Open Polytechnic

Degree in Teaching Early Childhood Education
Open Polytechnic

Diploma in Social Services (Level 5) 1 year
Aoraki Polytechnic

Bachelor of Social and Community Work 3 years
Otago University

Certifi cate in Health Studies (Level 4) 1 year
Aoraki Polytechnic

Bachelor of Nursing 3 years
Otago Polytechnic 

PATHWAYS
University Pathways
Aoraki Polytechnic has arrangements with other polytechnics and 
universities for students who wish to continue their studies at 
degree level.  Working with our partners, we offer a range of degree 
pathways to other New Zealand universities and institutes. Aoraki 
Polytechnic’s agreement with these institutions sees Aoraki working 
closely to ensure people have direct access to Degree level-study 
upon completion of their studies with us.

Bachelor of 
Commerce 2 years

Lincoln University

Bachelor of Applied 
Management 1.5 years
CPIT or Otago Polytechnic
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Aoraki Polytechnic offers a range of internationally 
recognised qualifi cations including:

City & Guilds
Recognised in over 100 countries worldwide 
City & Guilds qualifi cations provide great 
career opportunities for students.  There are 
offi ces throughout Africa, the Caribbean and 
Americas, East Asia and Pacifi c, Europe, the 
Middle East and South Asia.

City & Guilds Qualifi cations
• Certifi cate in International Tourism

• Certifi cate in Cookery 

• Diploma in Professional Cookery

• Certifi cate in Professional Restaurant, Wine and Bar 
Service (Level 4)

• Certifi cate in Patisserie

International Therapy Examination Council 
(ITEC)
An international examination board, operating in 
over 33 countries worldwide offering a variety 
of qualifi cations

International Therapy Examination Council 
(ITEC) Qualifi cations 
• Diploma in Beauty Therapies and Epilation

• Certifi cate in Beauty Therapy

New Zealand Qualifi cations Authority (NZQA) 
approved qualifi cations
All courses and qualifi cations offered 
by Aoraki Polytechnic have been 
approved by NZQA. Courses that are 
of particular interest to international 
students are:

• NZQA ensures that New Zealand qualifi cations are valued as 
credible and robust both nationally and internationally

• New Zealand Qualifi cations Authority (NZQA) Approved 
Qualifi cations

• New Zealand Diploma in Business

• National Diploma in Business Administration (Level 5)

• Certifi cate in Professional Offi ce Management incorporates the: 
National Certifi cate in Computing (Level 3)

• National Certifi cate in Business Administration (Level 4)

• Diploma in Journalism (Level 5) incorporates the: National 
Diploma in Journalism (Multimedia) (Level 5)

• National Certifi cate in Construction (Leading Hand) (Level 4) 

• Certifi cate in Automotive Trades (Level 2) incorporates the: 
National Certifi cate in Motor Industry (Entry Skills)

• National Certifi cate in Agriculture (Level 2)

• National Certifi cate in Farming Skills (Work Ready)

• National Certifi cate in Horticulture

Microsoft Qualifi cations
• Incorporated in 

the Diploma in 
Information Systems 
Development  

INTERNATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
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Timaru
When you arrive at Aoraki Polytechnic in Timaru, you will fi nd 
yourself in a scenic provincial city with a range of quality services to 
support your studies.

Timaru is a major port city in South Canterbury and home to Aoraki 
Polytechnic’s main campus. Just 160km south of Christchurch and 
about 200km north of Dunedin on the eastern Pacifi c coast of the 
South Island.

Timaru offers a quiet, relaxed and safe family-oriented lifestyle close 
enough to bigger cities to enjoy the opportunities that offers. 

Timaru has many cafés and restaurants. There are art galleries, 
festivals and live theatre, and a beach carnival. Lifestyle outdoor 
activities such as sailing in both the nearby sea and inland lakes and 
climbing and tramping in the Mt Cook National Park, home to New 
Zealand’s highest mountain Aoraki Mt Cook. There are fi ve ski and 
snowboarding fi elds nearby. 

The region’s economy is based on tourism, farming and manufacturing 
providing diverse and stable employment. Timaru prides itself on rural 
excellence, educational excellence, and agricultural exports. 

Christchurch
Christchurch is the largest city in the South Island and is alive with 
colour, atmosphere and world class attractions.

The Garden City boasts spectacular gardens and parks, architecture, 
history and a vibrant night life. It is a cosmopolitan centre with 
theatres, art galleries, cinemas and excellent opportunities for study.

Aoraki Polytechnic has two campuses in Christchurch: 

The Moorhouse Avenue campus is located in the centre of the city, 
and has recently had a complete refurbishment featuring a TV Studio, 
a suite of beauty therapy rooms, and a radio station. The campus is 
centrally-located on bus routes, with heaps of free parking and just a 
short walk from the CBD.

The other is a specialist sport campus located at QEII Park - a top 
class sporting and recreational facility.

Timaru Campus

Christchurch Campus

Dunedin
Dunedin is the student capital of New Zealand. The campus is 
centrally located in the heart of the city.  

Dunedin is a vibrant city, founded by early Maori, Scottish pioneers 
and Chinese gold miners. It is packed with historic architecture, cafes, 
bars, art galleries, New Zealand designer fashion, and the world’s 
steepest street. Lonely Planet ranked the day cycling journey from the 
city to the Otago peninsula as number one in the world. 

Dunedin City

CAMPUS LOCATIONS Timaru Gardens

Aoraki Polytechnic services the central east coast region of 
the South Island, New Zealand. 

There are fi ve campuses located in Timaru, Christchurch, 
Ashburton, Oamaru and Dunedin.

Aoraki offers students a safe, secure environment to 
undertake study. Students who study at Aoraki Polytechnic 
will be in an environment where they are looked after by 
staff who care for the individual needs of each learner.



11    AORAKI POLYTECHNIC INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME INFORMATION

Ashburton
Ashburton is a thriving rural town in one of New Zealand’s strongest 
farming areas.

Only about an hour’s drive south of Christchurch, it is close to main 
centres but offers a relaxed and safe lifestyle for families and professional 
people.

For those who like adventure, the wider region offers adventure tourism 
opportunities such as rafting, jet boating, heli-skiing and is home to one of 
New Zealand’s main skifi elds, the Mt Hutt Skifi eld. 

A key to the success of the region is the large number of ethnic and 
multi-cultural groups who live and work in the dairy industry here, and in 
a strong and diverse export-driven economy.

Oamaru
With its distinctly Victorian atmosphere refl ected in local architecture 
and activities, Oamaru has been called the cultural and heritage capital 
of New Zealand. 

It is the centre of a region that is also famous for wine and food trails, 
cycling activities with many trails, and Maori culture and art. 

Driven by an economy centred on agribusiness, tourism, horticulture, 
and a cement works supplying New Zealand and international 
markets, Oamaru is an attractive family-oriented, safe, clean and 
unspoiled environment. 

CAMPUS LOCATIONS Christchurch City
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Aoraki Polytechnic specialises in tailored education and training 
packages for groups. Let us assist you to design a tailored 
education or training package or develop a combination that 
includes your choice of New Zealand experiences.

We can design specifi c education or training packages for group of 
students, business people, or education specialists.

We can also combine education and training objectives with 
New Zealand experience packages for those who would like 
to experience the New Zealand culture, lifestyle or tourism 
opportunities while they are in New Zealand.

Choose from a range of packages such as:

• English Language
• Vocational Tuition
• Lectures
• Seminars
• Work Experience
• Business Visits
• Day Trips
• Overnight Trips
• Visual Arts
• Experiences

One week New Zealand education experience trip – focussed 
on your group’s specifi c education or training outcomes, this can 
include a mix of classroom theory, speakers and employer visits.

Three week education conferences – combining education and 
training objectives with culture, lifestyle or tourism opportunities, 
depending on your group’s requirements.

TAILORED PACKAGES
Six month to 1 year tailored education and training packages – 
combining courses or qualifi cations, English language, use of specialist 
equipment, employer visits as well as New Zealand experiences, 
as required.

Choose from the following services to design your tailored 
education experience:

• English Language
• Vocational Tuition
• Lectures
• Seminars
• Work Experience
• Business Visits
• Day Trips
• Overnight Trips
• Visual Arts

(Leave list the same except put experiences on the end of Visual Arts 
and between Specifi c needs add education or training)

Aoraki Polytechnic can also arrange:

• Delivery across the country
• Translation service
• Memorabilia
• Accommodation
• Cultural Events
• New Zealand experience

The Aoraki Polytechnic International department will develop a package 
for you. For further information please contact the International Manager 
directly: international@aoraki.ac.nz
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Fees for international students cover the programme fee for 
study.  They also include services to help support your learning, 
arrival and time in New Zealand. 

See the diagram explaining what the fee includes.

In addition, you are responsible for:

• Your accommodation costs while you are in New Zealand

• Your airfares to and from New Zealand

YOUR INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME FEE COVERS:

PLUS

PLUS

PLUS

Programme
• Course Costs
• Textbook Costs
• Service Levy
• ID Card
• Computer Login
• Extended Computer Access

Services
• Health insurance
• Airport pick ups
• Accommodation 

placement
• Pastoral care

Student Support Services
• Inclusive education support
• Peer tutors
• Translation
• English tuition
• Counselling
• Community connections

Facilities
• Library
• Café facilities
• Water coolers
• Computer rooms

FEES AND SERVICES

NEW PIC
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Services
Insurance
Our insurance provider covers all overseas students enrolled at Aoraki 
Polytechnic for Travel, Medical Expenses and Personal Effects, as per 
the requirements of the Code of Practise for the Pastoral Care of 
International Students. 

Airport Pickups
We will arrange friendly, reliable and experienced drivers to meet you 
at the airport, in either Timaru or Christchurch.

Accommodation Placement
We will present you with two accommodation options that best 
suit your individual requirements. This is arranged before arrival. For 
more information about the accommodation selection and placement 
processes, please see the Accommodation section of this guide.

Pastoral Care
Support and guidance for international students is a high priority 
and help is provided with Visa applications, accommodation, and 
monitoring and support of academic performance.

International Student Monitoring
We keep regular contact with all international students to keep track 
of your success while studying with us.  We can identify any support 
you may require in either academic or social aspects of life in 
New Zealand.  

Facilities
Library
As part of your study you may use and borrow from the Aoraki 
library.  The library supports your information and research needs 
by providing a wide range of resources including: helping you fi nd 
resources, catalogue and online database,  AV viewing, study areas, 
computing, printing and photocopying facilities.

Café
The Timaru campus has a centrally located student café, which is a great 
place to meet other students. Here you can buy food, watch TV, or play 
games such as table tennis and foosball. 

Computer Rooms
Aoraki Polytechnic has computer rooms and computers in the library 
available to students.  Access to computer rooms is controlled by the 
student ID card. 

You will receive some disk storage and a weekly quota of internet access. 
Use of printers and photocopiers, including colour options, require 
printing credits that must be prepurchased.

Specialist Facilities
Our vocationally oriented courses include a range of specialist 
equipment and facilities to ensure students are well prepared for 
employment. These specialist facilities include:

• Automotive, electrical, engineering and carpentry facilities 
for trades classes

• Commercial kitchens and a restaurant for cookery and service classes
• A farm with animals and fi elds for agriculture classes
• Beauty therapy clinics and 2 hair salons for beauty and 

hairdressing classes
• Film, radio, photography and animation studios for media classes

 

SERVICES AND FACILITIES
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SUPPORT
Student Profi le 
Jia Yi (Robbie) Ko
Taiwan 

“The support has helped a lot. Felicity gave me 
advice on learning support before and during 
my course to lift my level and is quick to help 
me through problems.”

“Kerry has helped me to fi nd my way around buildings and to 
fi nd information.”

“Carol helps about ideas and thinking.  She is good to talk to about 
learning and life.”

Robbie is studying English this year and hopes to do business 
accounting next year.

“The best thing about Aoraki is the chance to talk 
with people from a different country and learn the 
culture. I have also been able to improve the level of 
my speaking.  Everyone is very kind and friendly.” 

Aoraki Polytechnic’s student support service, named Access 
Aoraki, is a place to fi nd assistance with your study needs. 
Access Aoraki includes the following support:

Peer Tutors
We can arrange a peer tutor to help with settlement, language and 
study issues.  We try to arrange peer tutors that can speak your fi rst 
language and have experience in your culture.

Translation
Language software packages in your fi rst language are available. 

English Tuition
Classes to improve your English, including conversation classes with 
English speaking students are held on campus.

Equipment
Sound enhancement, magnifi ers, ergonomic equipment, alternative 
seating arrangements, dictaphones and much more are available for 
use if required.

Study Skill Sessions
For help with study skills, referencing and essay and report writing. 
Study Hubs can also be provided to assist groups of students needing 
help in a particular subject area.

Counselling Service
A student counselling service is provided for help with personal problems.
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Accommodation
Aoraki Polytechnic offers a range of accommodation options 
for international students studying at Aoraki Polytechnic.

Accommodation placement service
We will arrange your accommodation, and fi nd the best option 
for you before arrival.

We will ask you about your needs and provide at least two options 
for you to choose from that are most suitable.

Once confi rmed, we can arrange contact between both student
and accommodation provider, either by phone, email or Skype. 

All our accommodation providers are police vetted and 
regularly monitored.

Accommodation options include:
• Homestay

• Hostel 

• Motel/Hotel*

• Flats*

Homestay
Homestays provide you with a chance to become part of a New 
Zealand family.  Aoraki Polytechnic police vets, checks and regularly 
inspects homestay accommodation. There are many options available 
in homestays. You have the choice of living with or without other 
international students, and make choices between families with or 
without children and pets. We will select two families that best meet 
your needs for you to choose from.

Hostel
Hostels provide your own locked room with communal lounges, 
kitchens and bathroom facilities. This is a great option for independent 
students who like their own space and can cook. This option gives a 
chance to mix with many people not just students. 

Motel/Hotel
Choose a room to suit your budget. This option will give you privacy, 
safety and modern facilities with the ease of a central location. 

Flats
If you choose to go fl atting you must make your own arrangements. 
Aoraki Polytechnic can give advice on fees such as bonds, leases, 
power and phone prices.    

ACCOMMODATION

While we try to fi nd cost effective options for students, 
International students should expect the minimum cost for each 
option to be in the following range:

Homestay Starts at  $185 NZD per week

Hostel  $100-$147 NZD per week

Motel /Hotel  $113-$220 NZD per week

Flatting*  $90-$150 NZD per week

*Note - Motels/Hotels and Flatting is arranged by the student independent 
of Aoraki Polytechnic.
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Eunae KIM – Korea
My homestay family is good, and I am satisfi ed with 
them.  They are kind to me and we often do activities 
together. Last weekend we went to my homestay 
mother’s parent’s farm, and went swimming. It was 
fun. I love Timaru.

Chien Tzng (Elenor) – Malaysia 
I enjoy living at the North Haven Hostel, as it is one 
big happy family of students from different countries.

Aiko Toda - Japan
The scenery in New Zealand is beautiful, and I quite 
enjoy it.  I have been living in the hostel which is 
really close to campus and it is really good for me 
socially.  When I go for a walk people usually say 
“hello” to me. I like that.

Vinesh Manivannan – India
My accommodation in Timaru was very nice. 
International arranged my accommodation, and they 
were very good to me. My homestay host was good 
and treated us like their own children.  They are very 
helpful in all possible ways. I am very thankful to 
Aoraki for fi nding such great accommodation for me.

What do people say about Accommodation?

From reports…
Satisfaction of students with Accommodation placement and 
Accommodation while studying at Aoraki Polytechnic - 2009
94% of students surveyed reported that they were happy with the 
accommodation arranged for them.

ACCOMMODATION

From students…

 “Homestay is not only about accommodation, if it was, a fl at or 
hostel would be convenient enough. But if you’re here to learn English 
I believe you need to experience their life and culture so that you can 
understand them and their language. Joy has treated me as a “special” 
family member. For a successful homestay you need to be patient 
and open minded, you have to communicate and respect cultural 
differences. I hope there will be many more successful homestay 
stories in Timaru so international students can thrive in Timaru’s 
beautiful environment.” K.H. Lee, Korea

From host families…
“We really value being a host family to overseas students, so we can 
take care of them and offer support and, above all, friendship,” Dale said.

 “It’s a fabulous way to learn about other cultures and we have 
wonderful conversations around the meal table or playing cards.”

“It’s nice for us to have multi-cultural students to 
stay, but it is also nice for them too – I know how 
important it is to feel that you are welcome at Aoraki. 
We can all be big happy families while they study.” 
– Host family Gresye and Jack Beans.
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Gong Cheng – China  
English Language
I’m from China. I have been to this school nearly 
four months now. Timaru is a beautiful and quiet 
city, and I like studying here. My homestay hosts 
are like “Kiwi Grandparents” to me. My classmates 
all come from different countries, and they are all friendly and kind 
people. If I have problems or need help, they, and my teachers will tell 
me about the question until I can understand it.

Nobue Nakano (20 years old) - Aichi, Japan 
Information Technology 

I fi nd the staff at International helpful because of 
their support for me. While doing my IT course, 
I was also able to do an English language program 
during the holiday breaks. They will always talk to 
my tutors about my classwork, and give help on assignments and tests. 
Extra tuition is always there for International students that need help. 
Recently, I did a study skills programme with a tutor, and found his 
notes really helpful for me.

Sada Inoko – Japan
English as a Language
Now I am working as a science teacher in Japan. 
I wanted to study English to be a good teacher. 
For that reason, I made a choice to stay and study 
in Timaru and now I think I made the right choice.

When I stayed in Timaru and studied at Aoraki Polytechnic, I had 
very good experiences. In particular, there are many kind and trained 
tutors.  They taught me in a refi ned way so I could develop my English 
skill very quickly.

And I should note one more thing, people in Timaru are very kind and 
welcoming.

“When I stayed in Timaru and studied at Aoraki Polytechnic, 
I had very good experiences”.

Hyma Pitchika – India 
Beauty Therapy
Hyma Pitchika saw studying beauty therapy at 
Aoraki Polytechnic as a golden opportunity. The 
beauty therapist, her husband and son arrived in 
Christchurch from Hyderabad, India, and eight 
days later not only had she taken over the ownership of 24 Carat 
Beauty Therapy in Colombo Street but she had signed on for Aoraki 
Polytechnic’s Beauty Therapy programme. She had run her own 
beauty parlour in India for 14 years focusing on beauty and hair 
treatments but when she arrived in Christchurch she took the option 
of updating her skills and gaining new skills along the way. And it’s the 
internationally recognised qualifi cation offered by Aoraki Polytechnic 
that Hyma set her sights on.

“Gaining an international qualifi cation is important to me 
and for my business.”

Vanua Geno - Papua New Guinea
Certifi cate in Rural 
Management Practices
Vanua Geno studied Rural Management Practices 
at Aoraki Polytechnic in 2007. He is now a Project 
Coordinator in his third year of a three year 
project. The project is funded by the Charity Foundation of Australia. 
His role focuses on working with small scale farmers and providing 
training in cultivation, monitoring progress, providing guidance in 
cultivation, crop husbandry, breeding and buying.

“The knowledge and skills that I got from Aoraki Polytechnic 
has really helped me a lot in managing this project. The rural 
sector based project management course helped build me 
to be able to manage the challenges during my work as a 
Project Coordinator.”

STUDENT STORIES
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Steve Le Corre
Tutor Culinary Arts and Hospitality
Captain of New Zealand Culinary Team
Steve proves the benefi ts of a wide range of 
experience. A native of Jersey, he did his training 
with the world-recognised City & Guilds 
qualifi cations, completing his advanced training in pastry. Steve 
has worked across the world, from fi ve-star hotels in Bermuda to 
quality restaurants in London. He became executive chef with the 
Auckland City Life Hotel, part of the Heritage Group before changing 
career direction and joining Aoraki Polytechnic as Cookery tutor 
and team leader for Hospitality. More recently, in 2009, Steve was a 
member of the New Zealand team that achieved the fi rst prize at 
the international Battle of the Dragon competition held in Wales, the 
equivalent of a culinary Olympics. While competition keeps him in 
touch with the industry and the ever developing standards required, 
teaching is his niche.

Steve is the captain of the New Zealand culinary team 
which competes internationally.

Brian Molyneux
Tutor Fashion Design
As an established designer who has been successful 
both in Europe and New Zealand, Brian brings 
to Aoraki Polytechnic a wealth of knowledge 
and experience in the fashion industry. Brian has 
designed garments for fashion shows and photo 
shoots displayed in prominent fashion magazines such as Fashion 
Quarterly. He has dressed many celebrity personalities including Rachel 
Hunter, Joan Collins, Dame Catherine Tizard, Dame Malvina Major and 
Rena Owen. Brian’s role at Aoraki Polytechnic gives him an opportunity 
to explore a different avenue in the fashion industry and support 
students to bring ambitious goals within their grasp.

Brian has designed garments for fashion shows, 
magazines and dressed celebrities.

Ian Logie
Tutor Outdoor Education
Outdoor education tutor Ian Logie recently 
achieved New Zealand distinction in his fi eld by 
being awarded the Outdoor Instructor of the 
Year Award. Ian and his team of tutors head one 
of the country’s fi nest outdoor courses.

Ian was the New Zealand Outdoor Instructor of the 
year in 2009.

Heather Sarin
Tutor Arts and Media 
Heather is an internationally-renowned artist 
fi rst exhibiting at Magdalene College, University 
of Cambridge, United Kingdom, in 1997 followed 
by numerous solo exhibitions in Cambridge and 
London. Her most prestigious exhibition to date 
has been at J.P. Morgan, Merchant Bankers in London after being 
chosen to be the fi rst ever solo art exhibitor for the bank as part of 
their “Shining Star” programme in aid of two children’s charities.

Heather is an Internationally-acclaimed artist.

TUTOR SUCCESS
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PROGRAMME INFORMATION
ARTS & DESIGN A

BEAUTY & HAIRDRESSING

BUSINESS & TOURISMB

Diploma in Arts and Media (Level 6)
Continue on your path into the creative industries and develop the 
work begun on the Certifi cate in Arts and Media (Level 4) with a 
higher degree of specialisation.  You will study core theory and design 
modules and also specialise in specifi c career pathways. 

Certifi cate in Arts and Media (Level 4)
If you’re looking for an entry into the creative industries, this 
Certifi cate will allow you to explore and develop your creative skills 
through a combination of core modules and a range of studio courses. 

Diploma in Beauty Therapies and Epilation (Level 5)  
The purpose of this programme is to extend your technical skills and 
knowledge in various fi elds of beauty therapy and enhance the skills 
learned from the Certifi cate in Beauty Therapy.

Certifi cate in Beauty Therapy (Level 4)
The purpose of this programme is to produce a high standard of 
performance in a wide range of beauty therapy skills with a high 
degree of practical and theoretical work involved.

New Zealand Diploma in Business (Level 6) 
You will learn skills and acquire knowledge to effectively participate and 
manage in a business environment.

Diploma in Social Services (Level 5)
You will complete the required papers for the fi rst year equivalent of 
the Bachelor of Social and Community Work degree at the University 
of Otago. 

Certifi cate in Health Studies (Level 4)
The aim of the programme is to provide an opportunity for you to gain 
a level of academic ability and  achievement suffi cient to gain entry into 
further training in health and allied services.  

HEALTH & EDUCATION

National Diploma in Business Administration (Level 5) 
This programme will prepare you for an administrative career anywhere 
in the world.  The programme builds business theory and knowledge 
from standard offi ce systems to administrative management.

Diploma in Applied Business (Level 6) 

All courses lead to the New Zealand Diploma in Business and include 
how to participate and manage effectively in the business environment. 

Certifi cate in International Tourism (Level 4) 
The Certifi cate in International Tourism aims to provide you with all 
the skills required to gain employment in the tourism industry here 
and overseas.

Gain practical experience with class trips around New Zealand. 
Experience the industry through local visits to travel agencies and 
tourist attractions and educational trips throughout New Zealand.

Note: All programmes subject to internal and external approval



Two Year Television Package

Two Year Photography Package
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

PROGRAMME INFORMATION
HOSPITALITY

Diploma in Information and Communications Technology (Level 6)
To provide you with skills capable of the ongoing responsibilities of a 
computing professional for the administration, development and ongoing 
support of Information Technology infrastructure.

Diploma in Information Systems Development (Level 5)
This Aoraki qualifi cation is equivalent to the fi rst year of the Christchurch 
Polytechnic Institute of Technology (CPIT) Bachelor of Information 
and Communications Technology (BICT) degree.  You will gain skills in 
software design and development for desktop and web-based information 
systems, along with an overview of information systems architecture. 

MEDIA

Diploma in Television Production (Level 6)
This Diploma is a project-based course with plenty of opportunities 
for individual initiative which extends your existing skills in creating 
digital 
video productions for a variety of media.

Certifi cate in Film and Television (Level 4)
This practical programme adopts a multi-skilled approach to today’s 
fast moving world of broadcast television.  We have strong professional 
links with TV production companies. 

Diploma in Digital Photography (Level 6)
This programme builds on the foundation laid by the certifi cate course 
and is designed to give you the skill set required of a professional 
photographer.

While emphasis is laid on the teaching of advanced techniques, scope is 
also given to students to explore the aspect of photography that most 
interests you so that by the end of the year you will have established 
your own photographic style.

Certifi cate in Digital Photography (Level 4)
This programme builds on the foundation laid by the certifi cate course 
and is designed to give you the skill set required of a professional 
photographer.

While emphasis is laid on the teaching of advanced techniques, scope is 
also given to students to explore the aspect of photography that most 
interests you so that by the end of the year you will have established your 
own photographic style.

Certifi cate in Information and Communications Technology (Level 4)
You will develop skills in computing required to further your education 
in Information and Communications Technology, or enter the workforce 
in a career that is supported by Information Technology.Diploma in Professional Cookery (Level 5)  

This intensive full year programme develops professional skills 
in a wide range of preparation and applications for cookery.  
Programme content is based on both New Zealand and 
international chef requirements

Certifi cate in Cookery (Level 3)  
If cooking and food is your passion then gain the experience and 
skills you need to work in the industry with this Certifi cate.  You 
will learn from award-winning chefs in our training kitchen and run 
a real restaurant on site.

Certifi cate in Professional Restaurant, Wine and Bar Service (Level 4)
This one-year programme provides an exciting opportunity to gain 
qualifi cations in a diverse range of hospitality options. Emphasis is on 
practical training for positions in cafés, wine bars, restaurants, coffee houses, 
taverns and other food and beverage areas in an ever-expanding industry.

Certifi cate in Patisserie (Level 4)
This programme will teach you the knowledge and skills required for basic 
patisserie preparations through to the level of culinary arts.

Two Year Cookery Package

Note: All programmes subject to internal and external approval
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION & SPORTTOOUT

TRADES & AGRICULTURE

Diploma in Outdoor Education (Level 6) 

You will cover the technical aspects of the New Zealand Outdoor 
Instructors Association (NZOIA) Stage 2 awards which consolidates 
student progress gained in the Certifi cate in Outdoor Recreation (Level 
4) and Diploma in Outdoor Instruction and Management (Level 5), with 
particular regard to maturing leadership skills.  You are encouraged to 
achieve marketable technical, teaching and people skills which will be 
useful in a variety of work-based situations.

Diploma in Outdoor Instruction and Management (Level 5) 

This is the programme where you can turn your passion for adventuring 
in the outdoors into the opportunity to get work as an outdoor 
instructor or guide.

Certifi cate in Outdoor Recreation (Level 4) 

You will actively participate in a broad range of outdoor experiences at 
an introductory level, encouraging a high degree of motivation, personal 
determination and teamwork.

Diploma in Sport and Fitness (Level 5)  

The Diploma in Sport and Fitness aims to advance your knowledge, 
experience and skills in sport and exercise science.  The Christchurch 
programme is based at QEII Park, a fi rst-class sporting and recreation facility.  
You have the opportunity to train and study in this world class venue. 

MEDIA continued

Certifi cate in Ecological Building and Design (Introductory) (Level 5)

This programme was developed and is delivered in conjunction with the 
Building Biology and Ecology Institute of New Zealand.

The Certifi cate in Ecological Building and Design is designed to provide a 
course of study suitable for people from varying backgrounds who have an 
interest in the built environment and its effect on the health of people and 
the natural environment.  

PROGRAMME INFORMATION

Certifi cate in Advertising Design (Level 4)
Today graphic design has become such an integral part of our daily lives 
that one cannot think of any business that a graphic designer could not 
add value to.  This specialised course is for those who are new to the 
graphic design industry or people who want to develop their graphic 
design skills further. 

Certifi cate in Multimedia and Web Design (Level 4)
The Certifi cate in Multimedia and Web Design is a practical course 
which caters for the growing demand for web professionals.  You will 
construct websites, design animated banners/websites, upload websites 
and learn how online shops and internet marketing work.  The course 
is completely practical and interactive with a step-by-step hands-
on approach to help you understand and implement the latest web 
strategies through a variety of assignments.

Diploma in 3D Animation (Level 6)
This programme gives you a practical introduction to 3D visualisations 
and creates a method of navigating in cyberspace.

It is at the cutting edge of digital graphical technology used around the 
world, from rock music videos through to feature fi lms.

Certifi cate in Media Communication (Level 4)
This programme focuses on foundation skills for a career in the mass 
media communication industry. It incorporates the National Certifi cate 
in Journalism (Introductory) and gives you an overview of some of the 
exciting opportunities available in this dynamic industry.

Diploma in Journalism (Level 5)
You will learn the basic skills and attitudes necessary for a successful 
career in journalism.

Note: All programmes subject to internal and external approval
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
With a long history of working with speakers of English as a second 
language, Aoraki Polytechnic offers students the opportunity to 
increase English language skills on quality assured,  New Zealand 
registered English Language programmes. 

Aoraki Polytechnic offers academic language programmes from 
elementary to advanced.  All English language programmes are 
delivered in small, mixed nationality groups and taught by qualifi ed 
English language tutors.

English language programmes are offered at a range of levels from 
Elementary to Advanced.

While you develop your English language skills, you can take advantage 
of the range of course activities designed to expose you to the diverse 
opportunities available in the community.

Aoraki Polytechnic specialises in the following range of subject 
areas. Please talk to us about which subject area is of most 
interest to you in order to achieve your long term objectives. 

English language skills are of great benefi t or 
required for:

• Certifi cate, Diploma and Degree level study

• Employment in New Zealand

• Residence in New Zealand

• Employment Internationally

ARTS & DESIGN 

HEALTH & EDUCATION

MEDIA

BEAUTY & HAIRDRESSING

HOSPITALITY

OUTDOOR EDUCATION & SPORT

BUSINESS & TOURISM

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

TRADES & AGRICULTURE

Note: All programmes subject to internal and external approval
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to 4 levels in one year
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Choosing programmes that are right for you

Most programmes have entry criteria. If you do not meet the entry criteria we will help you 
choose a foundation or bridging programme that may help you gain the skills you will need.

Assistance
Aoraki Polytechnic’s International department will assist you with your application. If you 
would like any support or guidance with your study choices or completing forms, please 
contact us directly on phone 0064 3 684 0835 or email international@aoraki.ac.nz

Step 1.  

You will receive an information and enrolment pack.

When you make an inquiry we will immediately send you an information 
pack related to your choice of subject. This will include a detailed information 
letter, a student handbook, a New Zealand Code of Practice handbook, and 
an enrolment form.

Step 2. 

You return the enrolment pack, and Aoraki reviews your application. 

Send back your enrolment form with your programme of choice and 
supporting documentation. 

Step 3. 

If you meet the programme criteria, you will receive an offer of 
place and invoice.

We will review your application and if you meet the programme criteria you 
will be sent a letter offering you a place and an invoice for your fees.

Step 4.  

You will receive a letter of acceptance when your fee is paid.

Once the fees are paid, this will confi rm your place on the programme 
and a letter of welcome and receipt will be sent to you. This can be 
used to support your VISA application for studying with us here in 
New Zealand.  

4

4 EASY STEPS TO ENROLMENT

3

2

HOW TO ENROL

1
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CODE OF PRACTICE
• High quality care of international students 

• Approved by the New Zealand Ministry of Education

The care of international students enrolled with us is of the highest 
importance.  As part of providing excellence in student support, 
Aoraki Polytechnic is proud to be a signatory to the New Zealand 
Ministry of Education Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of 
International Students.

What does the code mean for students?

The Code is produced by the Ministry of Education to ensure that 
we provide top quality care to all international students.  Signatories 
to the Code of Practice are carefully audited by the Ministry of 
Education regularly and must show high quality support for all 
international students and ethical care and behaviour related to every 
aspect of time with International students studying in New Zealand at 
all times.

High quality service to students starts from the fi rst enquiry, through 
the entire period of the student’s study and following on from their 
study. Every international student enrolled with us is protected by the 
Code of Practice and the Ministry of Education. Aoraki Polytechnic is 
proud to be a signatory to the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care 
of International Students.

CODE 

Aoraki Polytechnic has agreed to observe and be bound by the Code 
of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students. Copies of 
the Code are available from the New Zealand Ministry of Education 
website at www.minedu.govt.nz/international. 

IMMIGRATION 

Full details of immigration requirements, advice on rights to 
employment in New Zealand while studying, and reporting 
requirements are available from Immigration New Zealand, and can 
be viewed on their website at www.immigration.govt.nz. 

ELIGIBILITY FOR HEALTH SERVICES 

Most international students are not entitled to publicly funded health 
services while in New Zealand. If you receive medical treatment 
during your visit, you may be liable for the full costs of that treatment. 
Full details on entitlements to publicly funded health services are 
available through the Ministry of Health, and can be viewed on their 
website at www.moh.govt.nz. 

ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

The Accident Compensation Corporation provides accident 
insurance for all New Zealand citizens, residents, and temporary 
visitors to New Zealand, but you may still be liable for all other 
medical and related costs. Further information can be viewed on the 
ACC website at www.acc.co.nz. 

MEDICAL AND TRAVEL INSURANCE 

International students (including group students) must have 
appropriate and current medical and travel insurance while in New 
Zealand.

It is a requirement in New Zealand for students to have appropriate 
medical insurance during their time in

New Zealand. To help make this process as easy as possible, Aoraki 
Polytechnic has included the cost of insurance for the length of your 
programme in the cost of all programmes. 
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Disclaimer
Every attempt is made to ensure this Information Guide is correct at time of printing (November 
2010).  Aoraki Polytechnic reserves the right to alter training start dates or amend training 
course content as required. Commencement of all training is subject to suffi cient enrolments 
and gaining internal and external approvals. Fees may also be subject to some alteration prior to 
commencement of the training. 

PY: Per Year
PW: Per Week

1 year = 1 academic year, actual programme length varies from 32 to 48 weeks.  
*Dunedin only for 2011 delivery, Timaru and Christchurch from 2012. 

INDEX OF PROGRAMMES
Diploma in Arts and Media (Level 6)  5.5 2 years Feb   $16,500 PY Timaru 
with an endorsement in Digital Photography, Fashion Design, Graphic Design or Visual Arts and Design

 Certifi cate in Arts and Media (Level 4)  5.5 1 year Feb   $16,500 Timaru, Ashburton, Oamaru
with an endorsement in Digital Photography, Fashion Design, Graphic Design or Visual Arts and Design

Diploma in Beauty Therapies and Epilation (Level 5)    5.5 1 year Feb   $16,400 Timaru, Christchurch, Dunedin*
incorporates optional ITEC international qualifi cations

Certifi cate in Beauty Therapy (Level 4)  5.5 1 year Feb   $16,400 Timaru, Christchurch, Ashburton, 
Oamaru, Dunedin
incorporates optional ITEC international qualifi cations

New Zealand Diploma in Business (Level 6)  6 2 years Feb, July     $14,350 PY Timaru, Ashburton, Oamaru, Some 
online options

National Diploma in Business Administration (Level 5)   5.5 1 year Feb, July    $14,350 Timaru 

Diploma in Applied Business (Level 5)   6 1 year Feb    $14,350  Timaru
with an endorsement in Accounting or Human Resource Management

Certifi cate in International Tourism (Level 4)   5.5 1 year Feb   $15,600 Timaru
incorporates the City & Guilds Certifi cate and Diploma in International Tourism international qualifi cations

Diploma in Social Services (Level 5)  5.5 1 year Feb   $14,965 Timaru

Certifi cate in Health Studies (Level 4)  5.5 1 year Feb   $12,300 Timaru

Certifi cate in Cookery (Level 3)    5.5 1 year Feb   $17,425 Timaru
incorporates the City & Guilds Certifi cate in Food Preparation and Cooking international qualifi cation

Diploma in Professional Cookery (Level 5)     5.5 1 year Feb   $17,425 Timaru
incorporates the City & Guilds Diploma in Food Preparation and Cooking (Culinary Arts) international qualifi cation

Certifi cate in Professional Restaurant, Wine and Bar Service (Level 4)  5.5 1 year Feb   $17,425 Timaru
incorporates the City & Guilds Diploma in Food and Beverage Service international qualifi cation

Certifi cate in Patisserie (Level 4)  5.5 ½ year Feb   $9,600 Timaru
incorporates the City & Guilds Diploma in Patisserie international qualifi cation

Diploma in Information and Communications Technology (Level 6) 5.5 2 years Feb, July   $17,425 PY Timaru
with specialised pathways in IT Support, Network Support or Software Development 

Diploma in Information Systems Development (Level 5)   6 1 year Feb    $17,425 Timaru

Certifi cate in Information and Communications Technology (Level 4) 5.5 ½ year Feb, July   $8,000 Timaru, Ashburton, Oamaru

Diploma in Television Production (Level 6)  5.5 1 year Feb   $15,200 Christchurch, Dunedin

Certifi cate in Film and Television (Level 4)  5.5 1 year Feb   $15,200 Christchurch, Dunedin

Diploma in Digital Photography (Level 6)  5.5 1 year Feb   $17,425 Dunedin

Certifi cate in Digital Photography (Level 4)  5.5 1 year Feb   $16,300 Timaru, Dunedin

Certifi cate in Advertising Design (Level 4)  5.5 1 year part-time Feb   $8,700 Dunedin

Certifi cate in Multimedia and Web Design (Level 4)  5.5 1 year part-time Feb   $9,800 Dunedin

These two programmes can be studied concurrently in one year to make a full-time year of study

Diploma in 3D Animation (Level 6)  6 1 year Feb   $17,425 Dunedin

Certifi cate in Media Communication (Level 4)  5.5 1 year Feb   $14,350 Christchurch, Dunedin
incorporates the National Certifi cate in Journalism (Introductory) 

Diploma in Journalism (Level 5)  5.5 1 year Feb   $14,350 Timaru
incorporates the National Diploma in Journalism (Multimedia) (Level 5)

Diploma in Outdoor Education (Level 6)    6 1 year Jan   $17,937 Timaru

Diploma in Outdoor Instruction and Management (Level 5)   6 1 year Jan   $17,937 Timaru

Certifi cate in Outdoor Recreation (Level 4)    5.5 1 year Jan    $17,937 Timaru

Diploma in Sport and Fitness (Level 5)    5.5 2 years Feb   $16,400 PY   Timaru, Christchurch

Certifi cate in Ecological Building and Design (Introductory) (Level 5)  5.5 Part-time Feb, May, August  TBA Online

Intensive English     10, 20, 30 or 40 
   weeks full-time Feb, May, July, Oct  $420 PW Timaru

ARTS & DESIGN 

BEAUTY & HAIRDRESSING

HOSPITALITY

HEALTH & EDUCATION

BUSINESS & TOURISM

MEDIA

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

OUTDOOR EDUCATION & SPORT

TRADES & AGRICULTURE

Programme Colour Codes:

INTENSIVE ENGLISH 

PROGRAMME NAME  IELTS LENGTH STARTS   2011 FEE LOCATION
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