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Why Study Beauty and 
Hairdressing at  
Aoraki Polytechnic?
Globally Relevant Qualifications – We ensure our programmes 
are relevant to the real needs of industry and our specialty 
programmes are in demand from students around the world. 
Internationally recognised City & Guilds and ITEC qualifications are 
embedded into many of our Beauty programmes.

Real World Practical Experience – Our programmes include 
real work experience opportunities, including an on campus 
hairdressing salon and beauty therapy clinic open to the public, 
entry into local competitions and support with Aoraki Polytechnic’s 
annual fashion show and expos.

Purpose-Built Facilities and Equipment – Use of modern 
facilities and equipment to ensure your experience is what future 
employers are looking for. For example purpose built, contemporary 
and functional hairdressing salon and beauty therapy clinic.

Industry Connected Tutors – Our tutors are industry 
professionals bringing years of experience and connections with 
industry to the classroom so you get skills and knowledge required 
for your career success. 

Support for Your Learning – Our qualified and experienced 
tutors and small class sizes mean that there are plenty of 
opportunities for individual attention and support for your learning 
so you’ll get the most out of your study. 

Why Choose a Career  
in Beauty and Hairdressing?
Join a growing industry in high demand. 

Take the opportunity to express your creativity, interact with 
clients and be the one to make people look and feel their best 
through a career in beauty and hairdressing. A career that can offer 
opportunities across many industries and take you around the 
world. A career that offers variety, glamour and endless potential. 

Learn from industry professionals who teach you both theory 
and practical skills in our modern salons and clinics. You will gain 
valuable industry knowledge by operating clinic days with real 
clients, mimicking industry practices and dealing with the 
challenges involved.

Aoraki Polytechnic’s award-winning tutors are involved and 
respected in the industry. They give you the chance to make industry 
contacts and ensuring your study leads to employment 
or apprenticeship opportunities. 

A BRIGHT FUTURE IN  
BEAUTY AND HAIRDRESSING

“One of the best training  
facilities in the industry.”  
Heleen Craig, Beauty Therapy tutor.
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A BRIGHT FUTURE IN  
BEAUTY AND HAIRDRESSING

 PATHWAY WITH AORAKI

Diploma in� Beauty Therapies and� Epilation	 Page 5

n Self-employed therapist
n Beauty clinic manager/owner    
n Registered New Zealand �Beauty Therapist                       

Certificate in �Beauty Therapy	 Page 6
n Beauty therapist
n Cosmetic representative
n Mobile beauty therapist

Certificate in� Beauty Skills (Introductory) (Level 2)	 Page 7

n Cosmetic counter consultant�
n Beauty or cosmetic sales� representative
n Beauty salon receptionist

Certificate in �Make-up Artistry (Level 3)	 Page 8  

n Junior make-up artist 
n Retail beauty advisor 
n Freelance make-up artist

Certificate in� Professional Hairdressing 	 Page 11 
(Level 3)� Second Year		

n Employment hairdressing industry        
n Third year� apprenticeship in� the industry

Certificate in �Hairdressing (Level 3)	 Page 12

n Second year� apprenticeship in� the industry

 

 

 

 

Careers

Careers and 
further study

CERTIFICATE Level 2-4
DIPLOMA Level 5-6Certificate in Beauty Skills (Introductory) (Level 2)	

Certificate in �Beauty Therapy (Level 4)	
Certificate in �Make-up Artistry (Level 3) 
Certificate in �Hairdressing (Level 3) First Year		
Certificate in� Professional Hairdressing (Level 3)� Second Year	

Diploma in� Beauty Therapies and� Epilation (Level 5)	

AORAKI POLYTECHNIC

Education Pathway
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BEAUTY
Learn by doing! Gain real world, industry ready 

experience by using our purpose-built beauty 

therapy clinic. Learn the skills to work with clients, 

take bookings, re-shuffle schedules and of course, 

perform a wealth of beauty therapy treatments; 

including massage, electrolysis, waxing, manicures 

and pedicures, make-up, facials, electrical treatments 

and aromatherapy.

Run a beauty clinic, experience real industry 

practices and products. Industry professionals, 

cosmetic company and skin care ranges 

representatives make regular visits to demonstrate 

their products and current trends in the industry 

– a great chance to keep up with industry and gain 

some valuable contacts!

Several opportunities arise during study to apply 

your knowledge and skills through competitions 

and involvement with Aoraki Polytechnic expos and 

fashion shows. 
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beauty

www.aoraki.ac.nz
0800 426 725

Starts: 	 February

Level: 	 5

Duration: 	 34 weeks full-time

Campus: 	 Timaru, Christchurch and Dunedin

Become a leader in beauty therapy. Expand your skills and 
specialisations, prepare yourself for more senior beauty therapy roles 
and gain an internationally recognised qualification. Become a senior 
beauty therapist with greater responsibilities and the option to even 
manage or own a beauty clinic.

This programme takes your skills in beauty therapy to the next 
level, expands your options for gaining employment in a creative and 
exciting career and enables you to work throughout the world. 

International Therapy Examination Council (ITEC) qualifications are 
incorporated in this certificate. If you choose to complete the ITEC 
exam, your qualifications will be recognised by employers and clients 
internationally. ITEC is an international examination board, operating 
in over 38 countries worldwide. ITEC qualifications are supported by 
industry and are easily transportable nationally and internationally.

What will this programme cover?
•	 Body and facial electrical treatments

•	 Electrolysis 

•	 Aromatherapy 

•	 Massage

•	 Theory of anatomy and physiology

Please note: 2012 course changes will remove body electrical but will 
include small business awareness papers. This programme is subject 
to change.

Diploma in Beauty Therapies and Epilation
Incorporates International Therapy Examination Council (ITEC) Qualifications.

What do you need to apply?
For entry to this diploma you have to have successfully completed 
a Level 4 Tertiary qualification in beauty therapy, such as the Aoraki 
Polytechnic Certificate in Beauty Therapy.

If you don’t have the stated entry criteria, talk to us about whether 
you have the equivalent skills and knowledge or to determine if this 
is the right programme for you.

International Students
Students for whom English is their second language, an overall IELTS 
score of 5.5 or a TOEFL score of 500 is required unless otherwise stated.

Programme Recognition
This programme is accredited by NZQA and ITEC.

Certificate in
Business Ownership

AP

Certificate in
Professional Hairdressing
(Level 3) Second year
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

FURTHER STUDY

Third year of
qualification

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Professional Hairdressing (Level 3)
Second Year

Employment within the
hairdressing industry                               

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner                            

FURTHER STUDY

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Hairdressing (Level 3)

Second year
apprenticeship in
the industry

AP

AP

Diploma in
Beauty Therapies and Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Beauty Skills

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Therapy

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Specialised techniques                        

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Advanced Beauty Treatments
AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner 

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist                          

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

Diploma in

Beauty Therapies and
Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3) 
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Make-up Artistry

� Junior make-up artist

� Retail beauty advisor

� Freelance make-up artist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Skills (Introductory)
(Level 2)

� Cosmetic counter consultant
   in a pharmacy or department
   store

� Beauty or cosmetic sales
   representative

� Beauty salon receptionist

AP

� Cosmetic representative

� Sales representative

� Hairdressing salon based 
   beauty therapist

� Mobile beautician

� Pharmacy worker

� Day spa clinician

� Beauty therapy trainer 

� Salon owner

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)
Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3)

AP

National Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 4)

Third year apprenticeship including:

Careers and further study

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4) AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Entry level career in
the creative industries 

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

D
E

G
R

E
E

Bachelor of
Arts and Media
(Nelson Marlborough Institute
of Technology)

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Fashion retail, receptionist, front line person
� Beauty retail or reception
� Enhance your employment prospects

Certificate in
Fashion (Level 3)
FASHION SMART

AP

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Choose your specialty

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

� Advertising and marketing
� Fashion industry
� Fine arts practice
� Graphic and website design
� Media and publishing 
� Movies and entertainment
� Photography
� Teaching
� Self-employment 

FURTHER STUDY

Masters degree
(Auckland Institute of Technology)

AP Aoraki Polytechnic Programme

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Working artist taking part in exhibitions

� Producing work for sale

� Work in galleries

� Teaching art classes

Diploma in
Painting (Level 6)

AP

Note:  All programmes subject to internal and external approval
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0800 426 725

Certificate in Beauty Therapy
Incorporates International Therapy Examination Council (ITEC) Qualifications.

Certificate in
Business Ownership

AP

Certificate in
Professional Hairdressing
(Level 3) Second year
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

FURTHER STUDY

Third year of
qualification

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Professional Hairdressing (Level 3)
Second Year

Employment within the
hairdressing industry                               

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner                            

FURTHER STUDY

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Hairdressing (Level 3)

Second year
apprenticeship in
the industry

AP

AP

Diploma in
Beauty Therapies and Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Beauty Skills

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Therapy

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Specialised techniques                        

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Advanced Beauty Treatments
AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner 

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist                          

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

Diploma in

Beauty Therapies and
Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3) 
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Make-up Artistry

� Junior make-up artist

� Retail beauty advisor

� Freelance make-up artist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Skills (Introductory)
(Level 2)

� Cosmetic counter consultant
   in a pharmacy or department
   store

� Beauty or cosmetic sales
   representative

� Beauty salon receptionist

AP

� Cosmetic representative

� Sales representative

� Hairdressing salon based 
   beauty therapist

� Mobile beautician

� Pharmacy worker

� Day spa clinician

� Beauty therapy trainer 

� Salon owner

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)
Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3)

AP

National Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 4)

Third year apprenticeship including:

 Starts: 	 February

Level: 	 4

Duration: 	 34 weeks full-time

Campus: 	 Timaru, Christchurch, Oamaru, Dunedin and Ashburton

Beauty therapy roles are varied, creative and in demand. Employers 
are seeking highly trained therapists with the ability to walk into a 
new job and work with clients straight away.

Our top-quality facilities and products are recognised as some of 
the best in the industry. Study with leading tutors and learn through 
a combination of practical and theoretical activities. You will have 
the opportunity to work with real clients, manage bookings and 
get direct feedback by running beauty clinics through the year. A 
wide variety of guest speakers such as spa managers, appearance 
medicine specialists and cosmetic representatives give you an insight 
into products, technologies and specific qualities that employers are 
looking for in employees. 

International Therapy Examination Council (ITEC) qualifications 
are optional in this certificate. If you choose to complete the 
exam, your qualifications will be recognised by employers and 
clients internationally. ITEC is an international examination board, 
operating in over 38 countries worldwide. ITEC qualifications are 
supported by industry and are easily transportable nationally and 
internationally.

At the end of this programme you will meet the requirements to 
become a New Zealand registered beauty therapist.

If you would like to expand your skills and specialisations, prepare 
yourself for more senior beauty therapy roles and gain an 
internationally recognised qualification then enrol on our Diploma 
in Beauty Therapies and Epilation.

What will this programme cover?
•	 Skincare and eye treatments

•	 Make-up

•	 Beauty electrical equipment

•	 Hair removal treatments

•	 Anatomy and physiology

•	 Massage techniques

•	 Business and professional conduct

What do you need to apply?
For entry to this certificate it is desirable that you have a minimum of 
48 credits at NCEA Level 2 (or equivalent) with at least 12 credits in 
English, 12 credits in Science and a minimum of 12 credits in at least 
one other subject.

If you don’t have the stated entry criteria, talk to us about whether 
you have the equivalent skills and knowledge or to determine if this is 
the right programme for you.

International Students

Students for whom English is their second language, an overall IELTS 
score of 5.5 or a TOEFL score of 500 is required unless otherwise stated.

Programme Recognition
This programme is accredited by NZQA and ITEC.

Careers and further study

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4) AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Entry level career in
the creative industries 

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

D
E

G
R

E
E

Bachelor of
Arts and Media
(Nelson Marlborough Institute
of Technology)

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Fashion retail, receptionist, front line person
� Beauty retail or reception
� Enhance your employment prospects

Certificate in
Fashion (Level 3)
FASHION SMART

AP

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Choose your specialty

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

� Advertising and marketing
� Fashion industry
� Fine arts practice
� Graphic and website design
� Media and publishing 
� Movies and entertainment
� Photography
� Teaching
� Self-employment 

FURTHER STUDY

Masters degree
(Auckland Institute of Technology)

AP Aoraki Polytechnic Programme

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Working artist taking part in exhibitions

� Producing work for sale

� Work in galleries

� Teaching art classes

Diploma in
Painting (Level 6)

AP

Note:  All programmes subject to internal and external approval
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www.aoraki.ac.nz
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Starts:	 Multiple start times

Level:	 2

Duration:	 14 weeks part-time

Campus:	 Timaru, Christchurch, Oamaru, Dunedin and Ashburton

Reinforce your interest in beauty therapy and begin your study 
toward a career with this programme. Discover the key principals 
of beauty for enhancing personal appearance. Ideal for those 
interested in a career in helping people look good and feel great 
or, lead on to higher education to gain a career in the a varied and 
creative role of a beauty therapist.

Certificate in Beauty Skills (Introductory) (Level 2) enables 
students to develop basic skills and knowledge of beauty 
treatments, a perfect pathway to further study in beauty therapy 
or hairdressing. In fact, a large number of students in our level 4 
and 5 beauty therapy programmes have studied the Certificate in 
Beauty Skills (Introductory). 

What will this programme cover?
•	 Skin care

•	 Personal appearance

•	 Hand and foot care

•	 Eye care

•	 Career options

•	 Body care

•	 Make-up 

Certificate in Beauty Skills (Introductory) (Level 2)

What do you need to apply?
For entry applicants require at least 3 years secondary education 
and successful completion of 24 NCEA credits (Level 1).

International Students

Students for whom English is their second language, an overall IELTS 
score of 5.5 or a TOEFL score of 500 is required unless otherwise 
stated.

Programme Recognition
This programme is accredited by NZQA.

Certificate in
Business Ownership

AP

Certificate in
Professional Hairdressing
(Level 3) Second year
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

FURTHER STUDY

Third year of
qualification

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Professional Hairdressing (Level 3)
Second Year

Employment within the
hairdressing industry                               

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner                            

FURTHER STUDY

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Hairdressing (Level 3)

Second year
apprenticeship in
the industry

AP

AP

Diploma in
Beauty Therapies and Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Beauty Skills

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Therapy

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Specialised techniques                        

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Advanced Beauty Treatments
AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner 

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist                          

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

Diploma in

Beauty Therapies and
Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3) 
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Make-up Artistry

� Junior make-up artist

� Retail beauty advisor

� Freelance make-up artist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Skills (Introductory)
(Level 2)

� Cosmetic counter consultant
   in a pharmacy or department
   store

� Beauty or cosmetic sales
   representative

� Beauty salon receptionist

AP

� Cosmetic representative

� Sales representative

� Hairdressing salon based 
   beauty therapist

� Mobile beautician

� Pharmacy worker

� Day spa clinician

� Beauty therapy trainer 

� Salon owner

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)
Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3)

AP

National Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 4)

Third year apprenticeship including:

Careers and further study

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4) AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Entry level career in
the creative industries 

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

D
E

G
R

E
E

Bachelor of
Arts and Media
(Nelson Marlborough Institute
of Technology)

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Fashion retail, receptionist, front line person
� Beauty retail or reception
� Enhance your employment prospects

Certificate in
Fashion (Level 3)
FASHION SMART

AP

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Choose your specialty

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

� Advertising and marketing
� Fashion industry
� Fine arts practice
� Graphic and website design
� Media and publishing 
� Movies and entertainment
� Photography
� Teaching
� Self-employment 

FURTHER STUDY

Masters degree
(Auckland Institute of Technology)

AP Aoraki Polytechnic Programme

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Working artist taking part in exhibitions

� Producing work for sale

� Work in galleries

� Teaching art classes

Diploma in
Painting (Level 6)

AP

Note:  All programmes subject to internal and external approval
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Certificate in Make-up Artistry (Level 3)

Certificate in
Business Ownership

AP

Certificate in
Professional Hairdressing
(Level 3) Second year
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

FURTHER STUDY

Third year of
qualification

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Professional Hairdressing (Level 3)
Second Year

Employment within the
hairdressing industry                               

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner                            

FURTHER STUDY

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Hairdressing (Level 3)

Second year
apprenticeship in
the industry

AP

AP

Diploma in
Beauty Therapies and Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Beauty Skills

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Therapy

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist

AP
C

A
R

E
E

R

Specialised techniques                        

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Advanced Beauty Treatments
AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner 

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist                          

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

Diploma in

Beauty Therapies and
Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3) 
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP
C

A
R

E
E

R

Certificate in

Make-up Artistry

� Junior make-up artist

� Retail beauty advisor

� Freelance make-up artist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Skills (Introductory)
(Level 2)

� Cosmetic counter consultant
   in a pharmacy or department
   store

� Beauty or cosmetic sales
   representative

� Beauty salon receptionist

AP

� Cosmetic representative

� Sales representative

� Hairdressing salon based 
   beauty therapist

� Mobile beautician

� Pharmacy worker

� Day spa clinician

� Beauty therapy trainer 

� Salon owner

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)
Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3)

AP

National Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 4)

Third year apprenticeship including:

Starts: 	 February and July

Level: 	 3

Duration: 	 17 weeks full-time

Campus: 	 Timaru and Dunedin

If you would like to become involved in make-up and costume for 
the film, television, stage or cosmetic industries and have a flair for 
the creative side of beauty then this specialised programme opens 
up an exciting world of possibilities for you. With a focus on total 
look and period image you will be taught by a highly trained and 
qualified tutor who currently works for Sky TV and major film and 
theatre productions. You will learn how to create realistic make-up 
effects and artistry for photo shoots, special effects, stage make-
up, adverts, theatre, fashion, television and film.

Training includes a guest tutor, industry renowned Midge Holding, 
a BBC trained make-up artist and fully qualified teacher from 
Minifies Ltd in Christchurch.

This programme includes participation in events throughout the 
year where you will have the opportunity to apply your new 
artistry techniques to clients ensuring you impress potential 
employers with your skills and experience.

What will this programme cover?
•	 Fashion make-up

•	 Stage make-up

•	 Make-up for film and television

•	 Creative hair design

•	 Creating looks from different eras

•	 Prosthetic make-up

What do you need to apply?
Open entry.

International Students

Students for whom English is their second language, an overall 
IELTS score of 5.5 or a TOEFL score of 500 is required unless 
otherwise stated.

Programme Recognition
This programme is accredited by NZQA

Careers and further study

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4) AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Entry level career in
the creative industries 

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

D
E

G
R

E
E

Bachelor of
Arts and Media
(Nelson Marlborough Institute
of Technology)

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Fashion retail, receptionist, front line person
� Beauty retail or reception
� Enhance your employment prospects

Certificate in
Fashion (Level 3)
FASHION SMART

AP

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Choose your specialty

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

� Advertising and marketing
� Fashion industry
� Fine arts practice
� Graphic and website design
� Media and publishing 
� Movies and entertainment
� Photography
� Teaching
� Self-employment 

FURTHER STUDY

Masters degree
(Auckland Institute of Technology)

AP Aoraki Polytechnic Programme

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Working artist taking part in exhibitions

� Producing work for sale

� Work in galleries

� Teaching art classes

Diploma in
Painting (Level 6)

AP

Note:  All programmes subject to internal and external approval

INDUSTRY TESTIMONIAL

Midge Holding 
Minifies Ltd   
(BBC trained make-up artist and fully qualified teacher) 

“Having completed the make-up artistry 
programme with Aoraki Polytechnic 
students can look forward to an exciting 
career in freelance make-up, which could 
include film, TV and commercials.  
If fashion is the preference students could 
become make-up artists for the major 
cosmetic companies which could lead to 
opportunities to travel the world.”
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BEAUTY SUCCESS

 “I gained the knowledge and industry 
contacts I needed to start my successful 
beauty therapy business”
Summer Garden-Phiskie

STUDENT PROFILE

Summer Garden-Phiskie   
Diploma in Beauty Therapy 
(Level 5)

Studying beauty therapy at Aoraki 
Polytechnic has worked out very well 
for 2010 graduate, Summer Garden. 
After starting a family, Summer wanted 
to start a career in beauty therapy, “I 
wasn’t adamant it’s what I wanted to do, 
I am interested in sciences and wanted 
to make sure there would be enough of 
that embedded into it, I chatted with the 
tutor and she cemented my decision.”

Summer completed her studies in 
Beauty Therapy to (Level 5) at Aoraki 
Polytechnic.  “It covers a huge range of 
skills and knowledge in beauty therapy 
and I can’t credit my tutor enough for 
her help and guidance, even now I still 
ask her for advice.”

Summer was the regional winner of Wendy Hill bridal makeup competition 
held nationally every year and named in the top five in New Zealand. Summer 
was also named the Top Beauty Student for the class of 2010 at Aoraki’s 
Timaru campus graduation.

To top off a very successful year, Summer now runs her own beauty therapy 
clinic at Addict Hair at the Washdyke Ken Wills Complex. She juggles being a 
mother and running a successful business. “From Aoraki we were introduced 
to skin care representatives, makeup artist, leaders in the industry and clinic 
visits, because of this I have the knowledge of products and people I would 
and would not work with. I was ‘good to go’ to make Addict Beauty a success.” 

STUDENT PROFILE

Caroline Dickson  
Diploma in Beauty Therapy 
(Level 5) City and Guilds

In 2011 Caroline Dickson was awarded 
a medal for achieving the highest exam 
mark in the world for City and Guilds. 

After six years working as cabin crew for 
an airline in Britain, Mrs Dickson decided 
last year that it was time for a change. 
Both her children were at primary 
school so she felt it was a good time to 
re-educate. Caroline is a Mother-of-two 
and has lived in Timaru for almost five 
years, studied the Diploma in Beauty 
Therapy. “I looked at what courses 
were available at Aoraki. I chose beauty 
therapy because I’ve always had a passion 
for it and I’ve always been interested 
in it.”

She sat a two-hour written exam in June and found out this year that she 
would be presented with the City and Guilds international medal for excellence 
for receiving the highest mark in the world for that exam. Only one medal is 
awarded per qualification level around the world by City and Guilds, which is 
Britain’s leading provider of vocational qualifications. It has been operating since 
1878 and has more than 8500 centres in around 100 countries. 

 “I have to give credit to my tutor Heleen Craig, she is very supportive has an 
abundance of knowledge and without her I wouldn’t have achieved such a great 
result last year. 

Caroline now works at the Chandler Clinic in Timaru as a beauty therapist and 
skin consultant.”

“I have to give credit to my tutor Heleen 
Craig, she is very supportive has an 
abundance of knowledge and without her I 
wouldn’t have achieved such a great result 
last year.”
Caroline Dickson
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HAIRDRESSING
Join a vibrant industry. Learn the skills and knowledge 

to be a hairdresser in Aoraki Polytechnic’s purpose 

built hairdressing salon. Learn about appointment 

booking practices and use of appointment systems, 

customer service, scheduling, along with technical 

aspects such as colour treatments, various cutting 

techniques, blow drying and styling techniques 

whilst gaining the equivalent of your first year 

apprenticeship qualification. Further your technology 

and artistic ability in the second year option.

Gain a qualification that is applicable and respected 

in today’s industry – Aoraki Polytechnic holds the 

best practice Qualmark from the New Zealand 

Hairdressing Industry Training Organisation.

Apply your new skills while you learn by entering 

local hairdressing competitions and become involved 

in Aoraki Polytechnic fashion shows and expos.
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HAIRDRESSING

Certificate in
Business Ownership

AP

Certificate in
Professional Hairdressing
(Level 3) Second year
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

FURTHER STUDY

Third year of
qualification

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Professional Hairdressing (Level 3)
Second Year

Employment within the
hairdressing industry                               

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner                            

FURTHER STUDY

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Hairdressing (Level 3)

Second year
apprenticeship in
the industry

AP

AP

Diploma in
Beauty Therapies and Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Beauty Skills

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Therapy

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Specialised techniques                        

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Advanced Beauty Treatments
AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner 

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist                          

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

Diploma in

Beauty Therapies and
Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3) 
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Make-up Artistry

� Junior make-up artist

� Retail beauty advisor

� Freelance make-up artist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Skills (Introductory)
(Level 2)

� Cosmetic counter consultant
   in a pharmacy or department
   store

� Beauty or cosmetic sales
   representative

� Beauty salon receptionist

AP

� Cosmetic representative

� Sales representative

� Hairdressing salon based 
   beauty therapist

� Mobile beautician

� Pharmacy worker

� Day spa clinician

� Beauty therapy trainer 

� Salon owner

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)
Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3)

AP

National Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 4)

Third year apprenticeship including:

Starts:	 February

Level:	 3

Duration:	 34 weeks full-time

Campus:	 Timaru, Dunedin and Christchurch

If you have completed your first year of hairdressing study and wish 
to continue then you can move on to study for your second year 
apprenticeship training at Aoraki Polytechnic. This programme will 
give you up-to-date skills that are in demand in the commercial 
salon environment.

 You will study in our on site hair salon and work with clients to 
advance your cutting, consultation, colouring and styling techniques. 
Throughout the year you will build your portfolio and have the skills 
needed to enter directly into the third year of your apprenticeship 
in industry.

What will this programme cover?

•	 Consultation and analysis

•	 Selection of recommendation of corrective treatments

•	 Hair and scalp conditions

•	 Complex long hair design

•	 Complex hair setting

•	 Complex blow waving

•	 Cutting and razor cutting

•	 Midway and permanent hair colouring

•	 Chemical waving and relaxing

•	 Careers portfolio 

Certificate in Professional Hairdressing (Level 3) 2nd Year

What do you need to apply?
For entry to this certificate it is desirable that you have successfully 
completed our Certificate in Hairdressing (Level 3) (or equivalent).

If you don’t have the stated entry criteria, talk to us about whether 
you have the equivalent skills and knowledge or to determine if this 
is the right programme for you.

International Students

Students for whom English is their second language, an overall  
IELTS score of 5.5 or a TOEFL score of 500 is required unless 
otherwise stated.

Programme Recognition
This programme is accredited by NZQA.

Careers and further study

www.aoraki.ac.nz
0800 426 725

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4) AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Entry level career in
the creative industries 

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

D
E

G
R

E
E

Bachelor of
Arts and Media
(Nelson Marlborough Institute
of Technology)

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Fashion retail, receptionist, front line person
� Beauty retail or reception
� Enhance your employment prospects

Certificate in
Fashion (Level 3)
FASHION SMART

AP

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Choose your specialty

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

� Advertising and marketing
� Fashion industry
� Fine arts practice
� Graphic and website design
� Media and publishing 
� Movies and entertainment
� Photography
� Teaching
� Self-employment 

FURTHER STUDY

Masters degree
(Auckland Institute of Technology)

AP Aoraki Polytechnic Programme

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Working artist taking part in exhibitions

� Producing work for sale

� Work in galleries

� Teaching art classes

Diploma in
Painting (Level 6)

AP

Note:  All programmes subject to internal and external approval
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HAIRDRESSING

Starts: 	 February

Level: 	 3

Duration: 	 34 weeks full-time

Campus: 	 Timaru, Dunedin and Christchurch

The hairdressing industry is exciting and ever-changing. 
Professional hairdressers are continuously challenged to appreciate 
latest hair fashion trends and also to create them.

Our certificate is equivalent to the first year of a hairdressing 
apprenticeship. Our passionate tutors are closely involved in the 
industry. Their connections to local businesses and involvement 
in industry associations result in high rates of students gaining an 
apprenticeship position following successful completion of this 
programme. Aoraki Polytechnic’s ties with industry also ensure 
you are given current information about technologies and trends 
in hairdressing. 

The programme includes activities that are designed to mimic 
working in a real salon. These include Wednesday evening openings 
with real clients, managing bookings, the use of popular products 
and other salon practices. Regular visits from industry professionals 
give students current information about the technologies, trends 
and products in hairdressing. You will also gain an insight into the 
qualities and skills that potential employers are seeking.

After successfully completing this certificate you may like to 
continue with your second year of training by completing our 
Certificate in Professional Hairdressing.

Aoraki Polytechnic holds the best practice Qualmark from the 
New Zealand Hairdressing Industry Training Organisation.

What will this programme cover?

Certificate in Hairdressing (Level 3)

What do you need to apply?
For entry to this certificate it is desirable that you have at least 
3 years secondary education along with successful completion of 
NCEA level 1 with a minimum of 12 credits in literacy and 
12 credits in numeracy.

If you don’t have the stated entry criteria, talk to us about whether 
you have the equivalent skills and knowledge or to determine if this 
is the right programme for you.

International Students

Students for whom English is their second language, an overall IELTS 
score of 5.5 or a TOEFL score of 500 is required unless otherwise stated.

Programme Recognition
This programme is accredited by NZQA.

Certificate in
Business Ownership

AP

Certificate in
Professional Hairdressing
(Level 3) Second year
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

FURTHER STUDY

Third year of
qualification

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Professional Hairdressing (Level 3)
Second Year

Employment within the
hairdressing industry                               

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner                            

FURTHER STUDY

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Hairdressing (Level 3)

Second year
apprenticeship in
the industry

AP

AP

Diploma in
Beauty Therapies and Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Beauty Skills

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Therapy

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Specialised techniques                        

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Advanced Beauty Treatments
AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Self-employed therapist

� Beauty clinic manager/owner 

� Registered New Zealand
   beauty therapist

� Beauty therapist

� Cosmetic representative

� Mobile beauty therapist                          

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy

AP

Diploma in

Beauty Therapies and
Epilation

AP

Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3) 
Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Make-up Artistry

� Junior make-up artist

� Retail beauty advisor

� Freelance make-up artist

AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Certificate in

Beauty Skills (Introductory)
(Level 2)

� Cosmetic counter consultant
   in a pharmacy or department
   store

� Beauty or cosmetic sales
   representative

� Beauty salon receptionist

AP

� Cosmetic representative

� Sales representative

� Hairdressing salon based 
   beauty therapist

� Mobile beautician

� Pharmacy worker

� Day spa clinician

� Beauty therapy trainer 

� Salon owner

Certificate in
Beauty Therapy (Level 4)
Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 3)

AP

National Certificate in
Hairdressing (Level 4)

Third year apprenticeship including:

Careers and further study

www.aoraki.ac.nz
0800 426 725

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4) AP

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Entry level career in
the creative industries 

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

D
E

G
R

E
E

Bachelor of
Arts and Media
(Nelson Marlborough Institute
of Technology)

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Fashion retail, receptionist, front line person
� Beauty retail or reception
� Enhance your employment prospects

Certificate in
Fashion (Level 3)
FASHION SMART

AP

Certificate in
Arts and Media (Level 4)

AP

Choose your specialty

C
A

R
E

E
R

Digital
Photography

Fashion
Design

Diploma in
Arts and Media (Level 6)

AP

Graphic
Design

Visual Arts
and Design

� Advertising and marketing
� Fashion industry
� Fine arts practice
� Graphic and website design
� Media and publishing 
� Movies and entertainment
� Photography
� Teaching
� Self-employment 

FURTHER STUDY

Masters degree
(Auckland Institute of Technology)

AP Aoraki Polytechnic Programme

C
A

R
E

E
R

� Working artist taking part in exhibitions

� Producing work for sale

� Work in galleries

� Teaching art classes

Diploma in
Painting (Level 6)

AP

Note:  All programmes subject to internal and external approval

•	 Consultation and analysis

•	 	Shampoo/treatments

•	 Trichology colouring

•	 Introduction to cutting 
and chemical treatment

•	 Long hair styling

•	 	Blow waving

•	 Styling and design

•	 	Sustainability concepts

•	 Reception skills, customer 
service and service workflow

•	 Product knowledge

•	 	Product display

•	 Industry training 
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HAIRDRESSING SUCCESS
STUDENT PROFILE

Rochelle Lensley 
Certificate in Hairdressing

Making the move from South Africa 
to New Zealand in 2009, Rochelle 
always had an interest in becoming a 
hairdresser.

Rochelle completed a Certificate in 
Hairdressing at Aoraki Polytechnic in 
2010 and now works at Goldfingers 

Hair & Makeup in Timaru. “I am continuing with my apprenticeship at 
Goldfingers Hair & Makeup while coming to Aoraki every Monday to 
continue studying my second year of hairdressing. It’s the best of both 
worlds, I get paid and gain experience while I continue to toward being 
qualified.”

Rochelle looked at the option of starting her apprenticeship with a 
salon or studying the equivalent with Aoraki. “I am really glad I decided 
to do the first year full time at Aoraki, I would recommend others to 
do it; it gives you an advantage to gain an apprenticeship and learn the 
fundamentals of hairdressing before you deal with public. The salon at 
Aoraki is just like a real salon anyway – with more flexibility to make 
mistakes and gain one-on-one training from the tutors.”

Rochelle is excited with the prospect of a career in Hairdressing. “I 
like that it’s a very mobile profession, I would definitely like finish my 
apprenticeship and work my way up in the industry first, but it’s good 
to know I can take my skills and knowledge in hairdressing around the 
world.”

“I am really glad I decided to do the first 
year full time at Aoraki, I would recommend 
others.” 
Rochelle Lensley.

Aoraki Polytechnic students clean up at the 
2011 NZ Hat & Hair Awards

Pictured from left Cynthia McCaughan won her section with her ‘Just 
Jaffa’s’ design, gained a placing for her “Smaug the Magnificent’ dragon 
creation and also received the first time entrance award winner. 

Jenny Manton won her section in the hair art section with her 
design based on Lion Witch and the Wardrobe character Mr Tumnus. 
Angela Simpson collected three awards including the Hat art winner 
of the Spine Chiller section, overall hat art winner and the special 
workmanship award.

Art student, Lisa Bolland (right)
also entered a beautiful mermaid 
princess hair art design.
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At  Aoraki Polytechnic, you can choose from a wide range of courses 
and programmes at Certificate and Diploma level designed to help 
you achieve your career goals and support your success. 

Education Pathways 
Aoraki offers a range of pathway opportunities to higher study. Many of our 
qualifications have pathways and cross credits to degrees at our respected partner 
universities and polytechnics.

Career Success 
Aoraki is committed to providing innovative and vocationally relevant qualifications 
and listening to the needs of businesses and community, ensuring our programmes 
are well supported and have excellent employment outcomes.

Reasons to study at  
Aoraki Polytechnic 	
•	 Friendly and supportive learning environment

•	 Pathways to Degrees 

•	 Practical skills using industry relevant equipment

•	 Excellent employment outcomes

•	 Internationally recognised qualifications

•	 Strong links with industry

•	 Highly trained tutors who have a wide range of 	
experience in their respective areas of expertise
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Step 1.  Enrolment Form

To apply for a programme of study you are required to 
complete an enrolment form.

You can fill out an enrolment form online at 
www.aoraki.ac.nz/enrolment/enrolment-form/

Alternatively you can request a form by contacting our 
student advisors on 0800 426 725

We take applications right up until the programme 
commences.

Refer to the Guide to Enrolment for additional 
information available online www.aoraki.ac.nz

Step 2. Entry Criteria 

You may be invited to attend an interview or information 
sharing meeting with the programme tutor/staff to 
ensure you meet programme entry criteria.  

You may also view the facilities and discuss the 
programme in more detail.

You are welcome to bring family or whanau support. 

If all criteria are met we’ll send you a letter of 
acceptance offering you a place on the programme. 

Some programmes may “wait list” where applications 
exceed enrolment.

Step 3. Enrolment 
Along with your acceptance letter we’ll send you an 
enrolment pack. 

To enrol: 

• �Provide enrolment documentation as detailed in the 
letter and enrolment pack. 

• �Return everything to us either by post or in person 
together with the $100 non-refundable deposit. 

1

2

3

STEPS TO
ENROLMENT

Career Advice
Friendly, helpful careers and study advice

Our Student Advisors are your contact for careers advice 
and any information relating to career options and study at      
Aoraki Polytechnic.

Phone:	 0800 426 725
Email:	 study@aoraki.ac.nz

Mature students 
Applications for mature students (over 20 years of age) are welcomed. 

Special Admission 
Students who do not meet the entry requirements (or equivalent) may apply to the 
Head of School for special admission. Admission under these circumstances will be 
made at the discretion of the Head of School.

Recognition of Prior Learning 
Aoraki Polytechnic has Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) processes to assess 
relevant, current skills and knowledge gained from previous study and learning. Please 
contact Aoraki Polytechnic if you think you might have previous learning that could be 
credited towards an Aoraki Polytechnic qualification.

Verification of Citizenship/Permanent Residency 
For information about the documentation required for verification of Citizenship or 
Permanent Residency, please refer to the  Aoraki Polytechnic Guide to Enrolment. 

StudyLink 
For Student Loan and/or Allowance information please contact StudyLink on 0800 88 
99 00 or visit the website www.studylink.govt.nz 

International Code of Practice

CODE Aoraki Polytechnic has agreed to observe and be bound by the Code of 
Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students. Copies of the Code are 
available from the New Zealand Ministry of Education website at www.minedu.govt.nz/
international.

IMMIGRATION Full details of immigration requirements, advice on rights to 
employment in New Zealand while studying, and reporting requirements are available 
from Immigration New Zealand, and can be viewed on their website at 
www.immigration.govt.nz.

ELIGIBILITY FOR HEALTH SERVICES Most international students are not 
entitled to publicly funded health services while in New Zealand. If you receive medical 
treatment during your visit, you may be liable for the full costs of that treatment. Full 
details on entitlements to publicly funded health services are available through the 
Ministry of Health, and can be viewed on their website at www.moh.govt.nz.

ACCIDENT INSURANCE The Accident Compensation Corporation provides 
accident insurance for all New Zealand citizens, residents, and temporary visitors to 
New Zealand, but you may still be liable for all other medical and related costs. Further 
information can be viewed on the ACC website at www.acc.co.nz.

MEDICAL AND TRAVEL INSURANCE International students (including group 
students) must have appropriate and current medical and travel insurance while in  
New Zealand.

ENROL NOW

Disclaimer
Every attempt is made to ensure this brochure is correct at time of printing (June 2011). 
Aoraki Polytechnic reserves the right to alter programme start dates or amend programme 
content as required. Commencement of all programmes is subject to sufficient enrolments and 
gaining internal and external approvals. Fees may also be subject to some alteration prior to 
commencement of the programme. 
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